ADDRESS BLOCK

Dear NAME,

On behalf of Michigan’s nonprofit sector, we would like to congratulate you on being elected to serve in the Michigan legislature.  You are an instrumental player in our state, and it is our hope that you will also be a crucial voice for the nonprofit sector by joining the Michigan Nonprofit Caucus.  

Michigan is home to more than 40,000 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofits actively serving our communities in every legislative district. This important sector employs one out of ten workers in the state, equaling more than 440,000 hardworking Michiganians.  Due to the breadth of the nonprofit community and the various subsectors and the issues of importance to these groups, the sector needs collective leadership within the legislature – the Michigan Nonprofit Caucus.

The Michigan Nonprofit Caucus is a bipartisan forum through which lawmakers collaborate on legislative issues impacting charities.  We believe that the work of the Michigan Nonprofit Caucus delivers real value to constituents and positively impact our communities.  This year the Caucus is co-chaired by Senators Rebekah Warren, Tupac Hunter, Mark Jansen and John Proos, and Representatives Rashida Tlaib, Vicki Barnett, Amanda Price and Wayne Schmidt.

The Caucus monitors and takes a leadership role on legislative issues that impact Michigan’s nonprofit sector and serve as a resource for information on the sector for their fellow legislative colleagues. Each year, the Caucus develops a legislative agenda for the current legislative session.  In 2010, the Caucus passed two important pieces of legislation that impacted the nonprofit sector.

· Youth Work Permit Revisions:  SB 860, now PA 221, is legislation that clarifies that youth who volunteer with a nonprofit do not need a work permit.  This takes the guesswork out of whether or not to obtain a work permit, saving time and unnecessary paperwork.  
· Amendments to the Charitable Organizations and Solicitations Act (COSA):  This Act benefits the nonprofit community by enabling more streamlined processing of files for those charities wishing to solicit donations and more effective enforcement of standards to protect Michigan charities from undue pressures from the few who are "charities" in name only.

You and your colleagues will provide the leadership and direction for the Caucus; however, the Michigan Nonprofit Association, Council of Michigan Foundations and the Michigan Association of United Ways will provide assistance as needed. We invite you to participate as an integral part the Michigan Nonprofit Caucus.  
To join the Michigan Nonprofit Caucus or for more information, please contact Kari Sederburg at Michigan Nonprofit Association at ksederburg@mnaonline.org or 517-492-2408.

Sincerely, 

