
 
 

 
 

Do some research 

Make sure your money is going to a legitimate charitable 

nonprofit with tax-exempt status. Only donations to 

organizations with tax-exempt status are eligible for 

deduction on your federal personal income tax form as 

charitable contributions. Verify an organization’s status at 

www.ag.state.mi.us/CharitableTrust/frmDisclaimer.aspx  

Under   Michigan law,  most nonprofits must be registered 

before they solicit funds. Find out if an organization is 

registered  at this link: 

https://www.ag.state.mi.us/CharitableTrust/. 
 

Be careful when donating online 

Crowdfunding is an increasingly popular way of giving but 

be sure to verify your donations beforehand. Research 

crowdfunding campaigns to see if fees are deducted from 

donations, if donations are tax-deductible, and where the 

funds are going (typically, donations to individuals are not 

deductible).  For more information, see the alert at 

www.michigan.gov/ag/consumer-protection/consumer-

alerts/consumer-alerts/charities/crowdfunding 

Protect personal and financial 

information 

■ Whenever possible, provide monetary support only 
to organizations you know and trust. 

■ Make contributions by credit card or check payable 
to the organization, not an individual. 

■ Ask for and retain receipts specifying the name of 
the organization, the date, and the contribution 
amount. 

■ Visit https: www.michigan.gov/ag/consumer-

protection/consumer-alerts for more advice on how 
to protect your personal and financial 
information. 

Be wary of phone pitches 

The callers are often for-profit fundraising firms that 
keep a large portion of the donation.  

Visit www.michigan.gov/ag/about/charitable-
trust/professional-fundraisers to search for a 
professional fundraiser. Never give out credit card 
information over the phone. Tell the caller that you 
will research the cause and call them back if you 
decide to donate. 
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A guide to supporting Michigan’s charitable nonprofit organizations 

Michigan residents are generous with their time, skills, and resources, but given the many new ways 
for charitable organizations to raise funds, it’s more important than ever to make sound decisions 
when donating money and volunteering. Here are some helpful tips for making those choices: 

Another important way to give: Volunteer! 

Organizations need committed volunteers. Get involved directly by volunteering your time to help an organization 
achieve its mission. Check with the organization you plan to volunteer with beforehand to ensure that they are 
accepting in-person volunteers. 

To learn about opportunities in your area, visit the Michigan Community Service Commission at 
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/boards-comms-councils/mcsc 
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