
Census-Guided Health Funds in Michigan 
Michigan received over $5 billion in census-guided health funds in FY 2022. 

Accurate census data is essential to properly distribute funds across the state. 
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The health and wellness of our people is the cornerstone upon which our society is built. Healthy 
individuals are integral parts of robust communities: They are happier, more productive and more 
engaged.1 Given the importance of health and wellness, numerous government programs have been 
established to assist households and communities, ensuring families have enough nutritious food, 
and that they have access to medical services. 

Many federal health programs use census data to help allocate funds for these programs to states 
and local communities. These programs use census counts at the subnational level (such as state, 
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county, city, or zip code) to help determine where the assistance funds should be sent. Some health 
programs are geared toward specific age groups, such as children or seniors. Many focus on low-
income households, while some consider geographic factors, such as the challenge of accessing 
food and medical services in rural areas. Determining where and how people fall into these age, 
income, and geographic groups is a key use of census data.  

Census data helps inform federal programs that provide crucial support at the community level — 
but only if we get the census count right. Miscounts — under- or overcounts — can lead to 
communities not receiving their fair share of health assistance funding. And the amount of money 
from these programs can be very significant. 

The Project On Government Oversight (POGO) tracked the spending for five census-guided 
programs focused on health and wellness down to the county level in Michigan in fiscal year (FY) 
2022. The goal of the research is to quantify how important census accuracy is to each community, 
to underscore the impact of the census by putting its effect in real dollars directed toward critical 
issues such as health and wellness.  

Accurate census counts not only determine the size of the pie Michigan receives from the federal 
government but often impact the amounts distributed to local jurisdictions as well. Under- or 
overcounts in key populations can result in some communities receiving less than their fair share, 
while others may receive more. A significant local miscount could even result in a double penalty for 
a community, first reducing the amount of money allocated to the entire state of Michigan for an 
assistance program, then allocating a smaller percentage of that reduced total to the miscounted 
community.  

Our Approach 
The Programs 
We researched the local distribution of funds from the following five federal census-guided health 
programs in Michigan. 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
o SNAP is the largest nutrition assistance program in the country, serving as a 

foundational safety net program. The program provides monthly cash benefits via 
electronic benefit transfer cards to eligible low-income households to assist with 
purchasing food.2 

• Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
o CHIP helps provide coverage for low-income, uninsured children in families that are 

above the cut-off for Medicaid but cannot afford private health insurance.3 
• Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG)  

 
2 “Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),” Food and Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, accessed 
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o This program provides childcare assistance to low-income parents and children 
under the age of 13. States have the option to serve children under the age of 19 if 
the child is physically or mentally incapable of self-care or under court supervision.4 

• National School Lunch Program (NSLP)  
o NSLP helps ensure that children in public and nonprofit private schools (from 

childcare institutions to high school) have access to a nutritious lunch. Under this 
program, children have access to a free or reduced-price lunch.5 

• School Breakfast Program (SBP)  
o SBP funds provide free and reduced-price nutritious breakfasts to eligible children in 

grade levels high school or below. 

The Regions 
Our research identified spending totals in each of Michigan’s 83 counties, which we then grouped 
into seven state regions based on the regions used by the Michigan Department of Transportation.6  

• Metro Region 
o This region includes Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne counties. 

• Bay Region 
o This region includes Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, 

Isabella, Lapeer, Midland, Saginaw, St. Clair, Sanilac, Shiawassee, and Tuscola 
counties. 

• Grand Region  
o This region includes Allegan, Barry, Ionia, Kent, Lake, Mason, Mecosta, Montcalm, 

Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Osceola, and Ottawa counties. 

• University Region 

o This region includes Clinton, Eaton, Hillsdale, Ingham, Jackson, Lenawee, 
Livingston, Monroe, and Washtenaw counties. 

• Southwest Region 
o This region includes Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and 

Van Buren counties. 
• North Region 

o This region includes Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Crawford, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Iosco, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Manistee, 
Missaukee, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon, 
and Wexford counties. 

• Superior Region 

o This region includes Alger, Baraga, Chippewa, Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, 
Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, Luce, Mackinac, Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon, 
and Schoolcraft counties.  
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5 “National School Lunch Program,” Food and Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, accessed November 1, 2024, 
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Overview: Regional Allocations of Census-Guided Health 

Funds  
Local allocations of the five census-guided 
health programs resulted in the distribution 
of $5.24 billion across the state of Michigan 
in FY 2022. This represents a significant 
annual investment in supporting the well-
being of Michigan citizens. A miscount in 
Michigan’s census numbers, especially 
within key subpopulations (like lower-
income households or school-aged 
children), could result in the entire state 
receiving less health funding than it truly 
needs for its inhabitants. And a financial 
shortfall due to census miscounts would not 
only impact a single year of funding: It would 
affect state allocations until the next 
decennial census.  

The regional distribution of the $5.24 billion 
in tracked health funds in FY 2022 shows major disparities in where the funds went within the state. 
The Metro Region received more than 40% of the federal health assistance funding for the state, at 
$2.29 billion. The region’s sizable population understandably includes a high number of school-age 
children and low-income households.  

The Bay Region and Grand Region also received significant allocations of health funds, with $842.55 
million and $743.88 million respectively. Both regions include heavy urban populations in sizable 
cities such as Flint and Grand Rapids. 

The North and Superior Regions, which are Michigan’s most rural and least populated areas, 
received the least money in the state, $228.07 million and $126.93 million in health funding 
respectively. However, from some of the health programs, many counties with lower populations in 
these regions received similar or even greater funding than counties with larger populations, clearly 
demonstrating that the funding distribution is not solely based on general population numbers.  

Given that accurate census counts are critical to funding programs that support our communities, 
advocates in Michigan should encourage officials at the local and state levels to prioritize 
preparation for a successful 2030 decennial census. Officials can work with the Census Bureau to 
update residential addresses through the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Program, 
which allows early participation by state, county, tribal, and city officials to ensure local address files 
are up to date and complete. As the decennial census approaches, advocates and community 
leaders can play a crucial role in educating the public about the process and its importance. Elected 
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officials should allocate sufficient resources to conduct more targeted outreach to hard-to-count 
and historically undercounted populations, such as young children and Black Americans.7 

Advocacy and local engagement can have significant impact on the census results both in terms of 
the completeness of the count and the process of what exactly gets counted. Until recently, the 
Census Bureau defined people with origins in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) within the 
White racial category. Since Michigan is home to a large Arab American population, local advocates 
have been pressing for changes in the race and ethnicity categories to ensure better representation 
of those communities in the census results.8 The Census Bureau recently updated its standards and 
will include a Middle Eastern or North African classification on the 2030 Census. The Census Bureau 
will also combine its race and ethnicity questions for the next decennial census, which the agency 
hopes “will produce more accurate race and ethnicity data for our nation.”9 

Metro Region 
The Metro Region consists of three counties 
located in the southeastern part of the state. 
The region is Michigan’s most densely 
populated and highly urbanized area, 
encompassing the city of Detroit, along with 
its surrounding suburbs and towns. In 
addition to Detroit, the region includes cities 
such as Warren, Sterling Heights, and 
Dearborn.  

The region includes more children than 
other regions in the state.10 Wayne County, 
which includes Detroit, was ranked last 
among Michigan’s 83 counties in a 2022 
health study by the University of Wisconsin’s 
Population Health Institute.11 

In FY 2022, the Metro Region received 
$2.29 billion in census-guided health funds 
from the five health programs we tracked. Wayne County received the highest amount in the state at 
$1.5 billion, with over $1.2 billion going to SNAP alone. Oakland and Macomb counties both received 

 
7 Deborah Stempowski, “Counting Every Voice: Understanding Hard-to-Count and Historically Undercounted Populations,” 
United States Census Bureau, November 7, 2023, https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-
samplings/2023/10/understanding-undercounted-populations.html.  
8 Niraj Warikoo, “Census: Arab Americans now a majority in Dearborn as Middle Eastern Michiganders top 300K,” Detroit Free 
Press, April 3, 2024, https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/wayne/2023/09/26/arab-americans-now-a-majority-
in-dearborn-new-census-data-shows/70929525007/.  
9  Rachel Marks, Nicholas Jones, and Karen Battle, “What Updates to OMB’s Race/Ethnicity Standards Mean for the Census 
Bureau,” United States Census Bureau, April 8, 2024, https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-
samplings/2024/04/updates-race-ethnicity-standards.html.  
10 “Total Population by Selected Age Groups by Counties, Michigan 2022,” Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics, 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, September 2022, 
https://vitalstats.michigan.gov/osr/Population/npPopAgeGroupSlider.asp?AreaType=C.  
11 “2022 State Report Michigan, County Health Rankings and Roadmaps,” University of Wisconsin, Population Health Institute, 
County Health Rankings & Roadmaps, 2022, 
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/sites/default/files/media/document/CHR2022_MI_0.pdf.  
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around $400 million in census-guided health funds from the five programs. Oakland County received 
slightly more from National School Lunch, School Breakfast, and Child Care and Development Block 
Grants than Macomb County, while Macomb County received more SNAP and Children’s Health 
Insurance Program funding. 

Concerns have been raised about the accuracy of the recent census population numbers in this 
region, specifically for Detroit. In 2022 and again in 2024, the City of Detroit sued the Census 
Bureau, claiming the bureau undercounted certain neighborhoods in the 2020 Decennial Census. In 
the lawsuits, the city argued two points: First, the bureau’s uniform methodology for counting housing 
units was flawed, and second, the methodology discriminates against Black and Hispanic residents.12 
This undercount likely deprived the residents of Detroit millions of dollars of support from federal 
health programs.  

Bay Region 
The Bay region in Michigan, also known as 
“the thumb,” covers a 15-county area in the 
east-central and southeastern part of the 
state, extending from the Saginaw Bay area 
along Lake Huron to the northern parts of 
the Detroit metropolitan area. The region is 
a mix of urban, suburban, and rural 
communities.  

The largest cities in the region are Flint in 
Genesee County, Saginaw in Saginaw 
County, Midland in Midland County, and Bay 
City in Bay County. The region includes 
significant areas devoted to agriculture, 
particularly in the more rural counties like 
Tuscola, Sanilac, and Huron.  

The ongoing environmental and 
infrastructure problems in Flint have created serious health issues for the community, with notable 
equity concerns given the community’s high population of lower income households and that it is 
predominantly Black.13 

In FY 2022, the Bay Region received a total of $842.55 million in health program funding. Genesee 
County, the most populous county in the region (home to Flint), received the largest amount from the 
five federal health programs we tracked: $303.15 million.  

Saginaw County received $145.58 million in health assistance funding. Though less than half of the 
funding Genesee County received, this level is consistent with the population difference between the 
two counties. However, St. Clair County, which has a total population fairly close that of Saginaw, 

 
12 City of Detroit v. United States Department of Commerce, 22-cv-12205 (E.D. Mich. Sep. 20, 2022), 
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/detroit-census-lawsuit.pdf ; City of Detroit v. United States 
Department of Commerce, 24-cv-10775 (E.D. Mich. March 26, 2024), https://outliermedia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/0514_dig_CensusLawsuit_Filing.pdf.   
13 Kathiann Kowalski, “Health Problems Persist in Flint 10 Years After Water Poisoning,” Science News Explores, March 14, 
2024, https://www.snexplores.org/article/flint-health-problems-persist-lead-water-poisoning. 
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received just over half of Saginaw’s funding. This drop in funding may indicate less need among the 
communities of St. Clair County, or it could indicate a miscount of populations in the county that are 
used to determine health funding levels.  

More than half of the counties in the region (Midland, Shiawassee, Lapeer, Tuscola, Isabella, Clare, 
Sanilac, and Gratiot) received fairly similar health funding levels from the five tracked programs, 
ranging from about $20 million to $35 million for the year, despite relatively larger differences in 
overall populations. For example, Lapeer County, which received $32.5 million, has almost triple the 
population of Clare County, which received $22.96 million. This general consistency seems to be 
driven by similar levels of SNAP funding to the various counties, despite population differences. 
Funding for Child Care and Development Block Grants and National School Lunch funding showed 
greater variability among the counties. 

Grand Region 
The Grand Region consists of 13 counties 
located in the western part of Michigan’s 
lower peninsula, bordering Lake Michigan. 
The region includes a mix of urban, 
suburban, and rural counties. The region 
includes both highly developed urban 
centers, like Kent County’s Grand Rapids 
(the second largest city in the state after 
Detroit), and more rural areas with more 
agricultural and natural spaces.  

In addition to Grand Rapids, the region 
includes notable cities Wyoming and 
Kentwood in Kent County, Georgetown 
township in Ottawa County, and Muskegon 
in Muskegon County.  

The Grand Region received $743.88 million 
in census-guided health funds from the five 
federal programs in FY 2022. Kent and Muskegon counties received more than half of the money 
allocated to the 13-county region: $301.37 million and $129.82 million, respectively. Ottawa, which 
has a much higher population than Muskegon, received $80.25 million in health funds, ranking it the 
region’s third in funding. This difference is likely explained by Muskegon having a higher percentage 
of lower income households in need of health assistance. According to data from the National 
Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities, Muskegon has a 9.5% rate of families below the 
poverty level, while Ottawa has the second lowest family poverty rate in the state at 3.8%.14  

Most of the remaining counties in the region received relatively similar funding levels, ranging from 
roughly $20 million to $40 million. Three counties — Mason, Osceola, and Lake — received the 

 
14 “Poverty (Families below poverty) for Michigan by County,” HD Pulse, National Institute on Minority Health and Health 
Disparities, accessed November 13, 2024, https://hdpulse.nimhd.nih.gov/data-
portal/social/table?socialtopic=080&socialtopic_options=social_6&demo=00007&demo_options=poverty_3&race=00&race_o
ptions=race_7&sex=0&sex_options=sexboth_1&age=001&age_options=ageall_1&statefips=26&statefips_options=area_states. 
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smallest portions of the tracked health funds in the region. These counties had the smallest 
populations in the region as well. Lake County, for example, has a little more than 12,000 residents.  

University Region 
The University Region consists of nine 
counties located in the southern and central 
parts of Michigan’s lower peninsula. The 
region includes a mix of urban and suburban 
areas, as well as rural communities. The area 
includes the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor and Michigan State University in East 
Lansing, as well as the state capital, Lansing. 

The three most populated counties in the 
region are Washtenaw, Ingham, and 
Livingston. Washtenaw has more than 
350,000 residents, Ingham has around 
280,000, and Livingston has almost 200,000. 
Collectively, the three counties are home to 
more than half of the region’s population. 
Three other counties — Jackson, Monroe, 
and Eaton — each have between 100,000 
and about 150,000 residents, demonstrating 
the widely urbanized clusters in the region. 

The largest cities in the region are Ann Arbor in Washtenaw County and Lansing in Ingham County, 
which are the fifth and sixth largest in the state, respectively.  

In FY 2022, both Ingham and Washtenaw counties received more than $100 million in health 
assistance funds. Despite having significantly fewer residents, Ingham County received almost 50% 
more than Washtenaw. This could be because Ingham has 9.1% of families living in poverty compared 
to 6.2% in Washtenaw.15 If that is the case, the health funding for Ingham County could be at greater 
risk from potential future census miscounts of those communities.   

Despite having the third highest population in the region, Livingston County received some of the 
lowest levels of health assistance in the region. Livingston has the lowest rate of families below the 
poverty level in the state with just 2.9% of families falling in this category.16 This much lower poverty 
rate may explain the lower level of health assistance to the county despite the larger overall 
population. The possibility also exists that a previous census miscount of those communities may 
also be impacting current funding levels.  

  

 
15 “Poverty (Families below poverty) for Michigan by County,” [see note 14]. 
16 “Poverty (Families below poverty) for Michigan by County,” [see note 14]. 
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Southwest Region 
The Southwest Region consists of seven 
counties located in the southwestern corner of 
the state, bordering Indiana. This region includes 
a mix of urban, suburban, and rural areas. 
Kalamazoo, Calhoun, and Berrien counties are 
the most populated counties of the region. 
Kalamazoo County is the most urbanized county 
in the region, with more than a quarter of a 
million residents, while Berrien and Calhoun each 
have close to 150,000 residents.  

Kalamazoo is home to Western Michigan 
University and Kalamazoo College. The region 
also has the sizable city of Battle Creek in 
Calhoun County, which is known as the Cereal 
City for its history with companies like Kellogg’s.  

The Southwest Region received $424.31 million 
in census-guided health assistance funds from 
the five tracked programs in FY 2022. Kalamazoo County, with the largest population, received the 
largest amount of health assistance at $126.69 million. In addition to being similar in population size, 
Calhoun and Berrien received similar amounts in health funds: $89.84 million and $85.79 million, 
respectively. While the other counties in the region received smaller amounts, they all received tens 
of millions in health assistance. Branch County received the smallest amount in the region. 

North Region 
The North Region consists of 21 counties in 
the northern portion of Michigan’s lower 
peninsula, extending from the shores of Lake 
Michigan to Lake Huron. The region is 
primarily rural and remote, with small towns, 
seasonal populations, and limited urban 
development. Its economy is largely driven by 
tourism, agriculture, and forestry. 

Grand Traverse County is the most populated 
county in the region, with almost 100,000 
residents. Most of the other counties have 
between about 10,000 and 35,000 residents.  

The North Region received $228.07 million in 
census-guided federal health assistance 
across its 21 counties in FY 2022. Given the 
significantly higher population in Grand 
Traverse, it is not surprising that the county 
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received the most funding: $28.05 million. Wexford, with about one-third the population of Grand 
Traverse, still received $21.27 million.  

While many of the rural counties included in the region received only a few million in federal health 
assistance funding, those funds can be critical to helping many living in smaller remote communities 
that may have less access to health care services or face challenges with food security.  

Superior Region 
The Superior Region, also known as the 
Upper Peninsula (UP), consists of 15 counties 
located in Michigan’s northern peninsula and 
separated from the rest of the state by the 
Straits of Mackinac. The region is 
predominantly rural and remote, with small 
towns and few urban centers. Economic 
activities focus on tourism, mining, forestry, 
and some manufacturing. 

Marquette is the most populated county in the 
region, with around 65,000 residents. 
Houghton, Delta, and Chippewa counties each 
have populations of around 36,000 residents. 
The region includes several of the least 
populated counties in the state, including six 
counties with fewer than 10,000 residents 
each: Alger, Baraga, Schoolcraft, Ontonagon, 
Luce, and Keweenaw.  

The Superior Region received $126.93 million in census-guided health assistance funds from the five 
tracked programs in FY 2022. Marquette County, the region’s population leader, received the largest 
amount of health assistance at $23.73 million for the year. Delta County ranked second with $18.09 
million, despite having nearly half the population of Marquette. The difference between the two 
counties is almost entirely attributable to Delta receiving $5 million less than Marquette in SNAP 
funding.  

Keweenaw County, with about 2,000 residents, is the most sparsely populated county in the state. It 
has the lowest amount of health assistance tracked in the entire state at just $511,000 for the year. 
The county appears to have received no funds for three of the five tracked programs — National 
School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, and Child Care and Development Block Grants.  
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Appendix A: Data Sources and Methodology 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)  
In response to POGO’s Freedom of Information Act request, the Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services (MDHHS) provided each transaction record in FY 2022 organized by county. POGO 
then aggregated each transaction by county to calculate county totals.  

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
The USDA Food and Nutrition Service reports county level SNAP participation data for January and 
July each year. The data is part of the Bi-Annual (January and July) State Project Area/County Level 
Participation and Issuance Data.17 POGO combined these county participation numbers and then 
compared them to the total reported participation for the entire state for the combined months to 
produce a percentage for each county. 

POGO then applied the two-month county participation percentages to the total amount of federal 
funding from the SNAP program to produce county estimates. The state spending total was sourced 
from the USDA’s National and/or State Level Monthly and/or Annual Data.18 The FY 69 through FY 
24 zip file contains spreadsheets on each fiscal year with state spending totals reported on regional 
tabs. 

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) responded to POGO’s Freedom of Information Act 
request and provided FY 2022 payments to each school district. During FY 2022, there were two 
different types of payments allocated, the traditional National School Lunch Program and the 
Seamless Summer Option (SSO). Typically, SSO operations are only permitted from May through 
September. However, the U.S. Department of Agriculture issued national waivers to extend the SSO 
beyond summer, allowing it to operate throughout the entire school year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.19 

The payment information from MDE was separated into two datasets. The first dataset consisted of 
payments made to specific local school districts. For this data, POGO sorted the school districts by 
county and calculated county totals. The second dataset consisted of payments made to 
Intermediate School Districts (ISDs), which are larger regional districts providing administrative 
services to multiple local school districts in their area. Payments to ISDs were allocated to the 
counties included in their coverage based on the county student enrollment listed for the ISD. Then, 
the county numbers for local school district payments and ISD payments were combined to obtain 
each county total.  

 
17 “SNAP Data Tables,” Food and Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, November 12, 2024, 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap.  
18 ”SNAP Data Tables,” [see note 17]. 
19 Public Memo from Angela M. Kline, Director, Policy and Program Development Division, USDA, to Regional Directors, Special 
Nutrition Programs and State Directors, Child Nutrition Programs about “Nationwide Waiver to Allow Summer Food Service 
Program and Seamless Summer Option Operations Through School Year 2020-2021-Extension,” October 9, 2020, 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-
59#:~:text=Under%20this%20waiver%2C%20school%20food,to%20SFSP%20or%20SSO%20operations. 
 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-59#:%7E:text=Under%20this%20waiver%2C%20school%20food,to%20SFSP%20or%20SSO%20operations
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-59#:%7E:text=Under%20this%20waiver%2C%20school%20food,to%20SFSP%20or%20SSO%20operations


School Breakfast Program (SBP)  
In response to POGO’s Freedom of Information Act request, the Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE) provided POGO with FY 2022 payments to each school district. During FY 2022, there were 
two different types of payments allocated, the traditional School Breakfast Program and the 
Seamless Summer Option (SSO). Typically, SSO operations are only permitted from May through 
September. However, the U.S. Department of Agriculture issued national waivers to extend the SSO 
beyond summer, allowing it to operate throughout the entire school year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.20  

The payment information from MDE was separated into two datasets. The first dataset consisted of 
payments made to specific local school districts. For this data, POGO sorted the school districts by 
county and calculated county totals. The second dataset consisted of payments made to 
Intermediate School Districts (ISDs), which are larger regional districts providing administrative 
services to multiple local school districts in their area. Payments to ISDs were allocated to the 
counties included in their coverage based on the county student enrollment listed for the ISD. Then, 
the county amounts for local school district payments and ISD payments were combined to obtain 
the grand county total.  

Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG)  
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) oversees the CCDBG program. 
MDHHS provided monthly reports on the number of total cases, children, and payments in the Green 
Book, a public and comprehensive source published monthly with key program statistics from the 
department.21 POGO reviewed and exported CCDBG payment data in every Green Book in FY 2022 
(October 2021 – September 2022) to an Excel sheet and aggregated the data by county. POGO then 
summed the aggregated data to get county totals.  

Population data 
The U.S. Census Bureau and the Michigan Department of Technology, Management and Budget’s 
Office of the State Demographer provided the state’s population information broken down by 
county.22 

 
20 “Nationwide Waiver to Allow SFSP and Seamless Summer Option Operations through SY 2020-2021 – Extension,” [see note 
19]. 
21 Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Green Book Report of Key Program Statistics, DGS-PUB-67 (Rev 11-15). 
October 2021-December 2022 available at https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/reports-stats/green-book.  
22U.S. Bureau of the Census and Michigan Department of Technology, Management and Budget, Office of the State 
Demographer, “Michigan Population, By County, Selected Years 1990-2022,” August 29, 2024, 
https://sfa.senate.michigan.gov/Economics/MichiganPopulationByCounty.PDF.   

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/reports-stats/green-book
https://sfa.senate.michigan.gov/Economics/MichiganPopulationByCounty.PDF


Appendix B: Funding Totals by Health Program and by Michigan County, FY 2022 

County Region 
2022 

Population 

Children's 
Health 

Insurance 
Program 
(93.767) 

National 
School 
Lunch 

Program 
(10.555) 

Supplemental 
Nutrition 

Assistance 
Program 
(10.551) 

School 
Breakfast 

Program 
(10.553) 

Child Care 
and 

Development 
Block Grant 

(93.575) 

Health Programs 
Totals 

Alcona North 
                   

10,417  $186,260 $355,851 $4,065,007 $142,048 $154,333 $4,903,498.051 

Alger Superior 
                     

8,807  $173,001 $436,119 $2,177,642 $145,988 $212,378 $3,145,126.549 

Allegan Grand 
                

121,210  $2,678,586 $7,410,494 $28,863,097 $1,619,955 $2,312,806 $42,884,938.055 

Alpena North 
                   

28,847  $659,282 $1,685,276 $12,153,112 $590,204 $1,013,559 $16,101,432.458 

Antrim North 
                   

24,249  $558,785 $1,380,240 $6,160,489 $529,278 $348,516 $8,977,307.892 

Arenac Bay 
                   

15,089  $460,384 $975,438 $6,342,395 $420,872 $513,720 $8,712,808.879 

Baraga Superior 
                     

8,277  $212,789 $379,921 $2,896,999 $90,799 $325,856 $3,906,364.111 

Barry Grand 
                   

63,554  $1,157,243 $2,733,639 $14,969,238 $653,003 $1,089,796 $20,602,918.799 

Bay Bay 
                

102,821  $2,194,302 $5,676,389 $42,175,890 $1,926,773 $4,842,899 $56,816,253.540 

Benzie North 
                   

18,297  $380,935 $774,088 $4,132,515 $331,960 $122,975 $5,742,473.357 

Berrien Southwest 
                

152,900  $3,926,719 $10,395,295 $62,140,730 $3,849,939 $5,474,862 $85,787,544.161 

Branch Southwest 
                   

44,531  $1,514,742 $2,760,793 $14,501,270 $960,065 $941,845 $20,678,714.670 

Calhoun Southwest 
                

133,289  $3,402,259 $9,249,129 $67,121,119 $3,649,310 $6,416,447 $89,838,264.185 

Cass Southwest 
                   

51,403  $1,173,220 $2,990,733 $17,803,536 $850,486 $1,116,183 $23,934,158.416 

Charlevoix North 
                   

26,293  $667,256 $1,403,935 $5,282,769 $327,304 $387,816 $8,069,080.850 



Cheboygan North 
                   

25,940  $646,725 $1,094,495 $9,077,841 $387,279 $368,318 $11,574,658.357 

Chippewa Superior 
                   

36,293  $1,035,601 $1,981,286 $12,145,461 $651,569 $307,018 $16,120,935.448 

Clare Bay 
                   

31,352  $924,977 $1,925,634 $18,440,097 $796,721 $876,731 $22,964,158.817 

Clinton University 
                   

79,748  $957,035 $3,594,290 $14,022,691 $762,496 $874,415 $20,210,927.634 

Crawford North 
                   

13,491  $384,009 $877,382 $6,081,848 $275,813 $123,362 $7,742,414.283 

Delta Superior 
                   

36,741  $1,006,787 $2,335,810 $12,191,862 $986,001 $1,569,576 $18,090,037.533 

Dickinson Superior 
                   

25,874  $721,793 $1,579,311 $7,303,433 $349,329 $602,324 $10,556,190.811 

Eaton University 
                

108,992  $5,915,804 $5,747,204 $28,921,210 $1,543,577 $3,035,388 $45,163,183.976 

Emmet North 
                   

34,163  $918,173 $1,760,421 $6,503,627 $382,973 $300,387 $9,865,580.919 

Genesee Bay 
                

401,983  $10,366,012 $26,483,335 $233,440,500 $9,062,166 $23,802,760 $303,154,772.388 

Gladwin Bay 
                   

25,728  $536,709 $1,296,512 $10,520,843 $645,647 $681,404 $13,681,115.130 

Gogebic Superior 
                   

14,319  $361,463 $691,319 $7,029,077 $217,073 $372,646 $8,671,578.589 
Grand 
Traverse North 

                   
96,464  $2,146,104 $5,034,644 $18,211,576 $1,282,080 $1,371,307 $28,045,710.796 

Gratiot Bay 
                   

41,100  $1,231,118 $2,278,382 $14,636,383 $960,017 $1,296,750 $20,402,649.605 

Hillsdale University 
                   

45,762  $1,144,889 $2,541,096 $16,468,235 $1,082,054 $1,273,220 $22,509,493.890 

Houghton Superior 
                   

37,035  $1,382,514 $2,332,179 $9,595,525 $554,895 $175,739 $14,040,851.139 

Huron Bay 
                   

31,248  $760,588 $1,876,751 $9,751,705 $704,428 $978,979 $14,072,449.517 

Ingham University 
                

284,108  $1,913,639 $15,748,031 $123,984,298 $5,459,208 $9,769,643 $156,874,819.774 

Ionia Grand 
                   

66,809  $1,764,196 $4,354,380 $19,488,777 $1,620,324 $1,215,243 $28,442,919.416 

Iosco North 
                   

25,521  $687,647 $1,713,175 $12,799,884 $580,693 $981,968 $16,763,366.751 



Iron Superior 
                   

11,622  $339,030 $583,647 $4,848,591 $289,639 $246,495 $6,307,401.858 

Isabella Bay 
                   

64,447  $1,151,778 $2,441,918 $21,681,251 $985,373 $1,221,427 $27,481,746.513 

Jackson University 
                

160,066  $3,720,618 $10,288,269 $59,263,131 $3,582,946 $6,888,249 $83,743,213.478 

Kalamazoo Southwest 
                

261,173  $5,547,849 $14,165,481 $93,205,625 $5,038,878 $8,736,256 $126,694,089.111 

Kalkaska North 
                   

18,182  $602,421 $978,879 $6,277,712 $268,953 $534,668 $8,662,633.049 

Kent Grand 
                

659,083  $20,018,043 $46,505,842 $203,504,334 $13,416,605 $17,928,527 $301,373,351.759 

Keweenaw Superior 
                     

2,180  $74,981 $0 $436,006 $0 $0 $510,987.047 

Lake Grand 
                   

12,594  $216,063 $240,095 $7,795,634 $119,935 $260,724 $8,632,450.228 

Lapeer Bay 
                   

88,780  $1,731,214 $4,726,425 $22,338,293 $1,498,495 $2,205,220 $32,499,647.481 

Leelanau North 
                   

22,870  $276,921 $785,949 $2,205,794 $216,154 $101,471 $3,586,288.915 

Lenawee University 
                   

98,567  $2,391,528 $6,319,606 $30,415,484 $2,246,663 $4,873,059 $46,246,340.739 

Livingston University 
                

196,161  $1,742,673 $8,076,084 $23,066,177 $1,781,135 $1,994,484 $36,660,553.040 

Luce Superior 
                     

5,330  $138,321 $208,983 $2,563,835 $45,010 $30,804 $2,986,953.653 

Mackinac Superior 
                   

10,941  $173,977 $575,175 $2,702,693 $209,606 $29,556 $3,691,007.049 

Macomb Metro 
                

874,195  $17,517,385 $46,101,615 $314,003,778 $14,676,797 $17,477,586 $409,777,160.919 

Manistee North 
                   

25,287  $587,140 $1,241,788 $9,240,469 $485,078 $263,629 $11,818,103.809 

Marquette Superior 
                   

66,661  $1,179,670 $2,852,413 $17,379,589 $718,811 $1,595,765 $23,726,248.086 

Mason Grand 
                   

29,409  $728,010 $1,387,073 $11,308,957 $515,912 $812,212 $14,752,163.147 

Mecosta Grand 
                   

40,720  $861,019 $2,762,511 $14,805,291 $974,972 $1,974,662 $21,378,454.575 

Menominee Superior 
                   

23,266  $508,317 $1,132,473 $6,618,437 $454,515 $385,828 $9,099,571.270 



Midland Bay 
                   

83,674  $1,782,412 $4,129,397 $24,266,186 $1,589,043 $2,618,735 $34,385,772.662 

Missaukee North 
                   

15,213  $454,904 $953,584 $5,544,893 $325,785 $225,874 $7,505,040.202 

Monroe University 
                

155,609  $2,446,500 $8,640,020 $43,653,479 $3,155,833 $2,759,487 $60,655,318.783 

Montcalm Grand 
                   

67,433  $2,037,745 $4,635,076 $24,698,511 $1,850,145 $1,292,369 $34,513,845.558 

Montmorency North 
                     

9,569  $315,142 $366,919 $3,875,443 $118,190 $187,852 $4,863,547.219 

Muskegon Grand 
                

176,565  $5,260,266 $12,186,441 $95,525,747 $4,866,417 $11,978,135 $129,817,006.563 

Newaygo Grand 
                   

50,886  $1,495,762 $3,156,335 $21,976,134 $1,056,589 $2,853,665 $30,538,485.290 

Oakland Metro 
             

1,269,431  $16,509,705 $59,783,560 $269,549,399 $16,811,382 $21,132,783 $383,786,828.956 

Oceana Grand 
                   

26,973  $1,085,532 $2,498,050 $11,795,013 $1,073,868 $658,927 $17,111,389.756 

Ogemaw North 
                   

20,970  $550,920 $1,162,052 $10,871,323 $609,757 $472,421 $13,666,471.682 

Ontonagon Superior 
                     

5,863  $105,122 $212,730 $1,800,656 $86,855 $46,310 $2,251,672.768 

Osceola Grand 
                   

23,274  $679,903 $1,894,998 $9,329,431 $848,849 $836,167 $13,589,349.468 

Oscoda North 
                     

8,404  $214,080 $381,012 $4,302,736 $163,287 $114,840 $5,175,955.513 

Otsego North 
                   

25,644  $845,565 $1,569,558 $8,813,221 $574,519 $1,472,459 $13,275,321.966 

Ottawa Grand 
                

300,873  $6,471,525 $18,462,786 $46,127,902 $3,809,361 $5,373,816 $80,245,388.677 

Presque Isle North 
                   

13,361  $275,861 $557,829 $4,351,943 $245,726 $226,304 $5,657,664.464 

Roscommon North 
                   

23,708  $581,092 $1,280,958 $11,888,472 $588,527 $467,671 $14,806,721.147 

Saginaw Bay 
                

188,330  $4,152,773 $12,309,503 $107,441,554 $4,455,615 $17,217,101 $145,576,545.946 

St. Clair Bay 
                

160,151  $3,290,879 $8,077,226 $60,658,148 $2,721,309 $3,380,997 $78,128,559.370 

St. Joseph Southwest 
                   

60,874  $2,193,048 $5,005,184 $20,791,762 $1,904,740 $1,141,101 $31,035,835.970 



Sanilac Bay 
                   

40,657  $906,071 $2,981,178 $15,202,881 $1,270,209 $1,826,046 $22,186,385.109 

Schoolcraft Superior 
                     

8,188  $163,092 $378,885 $3,087,014 $115,206 $82,271 $3,826,467.573 

Shiawassee Bay 
                   

68,022  $1,689,059 $4,591,100 $23,589,053 $1,534,829 $1,859,827 $33,263,867.241 

Tuscola Bay 
                   

52,945  $1,582,932 $4,120,462 $20,185,818 $1,665,816 $1,664,536 $29,219,563.157 

Van Buren Southwest 
                   

75,692  $2,629,178 $6,979,176 $31,470,593 $2,470,303 $2,793,964 $46,343,213.623 

Washtenaw University 
                

366,376  $4,738,202 $14,776,667 $77,025,684 $4,144,527 $6,793,507 $107,478,586.665 

Wayne Metro 
             

1,757,043  $40,103,047 $99,170,675 $1,232,786,899 $33,167,387 $92,064,452 $1,497,292,460.055 

Wexford North 
                   

34,196  $1,211,992 $2,308,773 $15,762,352 $949,508 $1,038,652 $21,271,277.163 
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